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moderation, as even the Persian historian of Shah Isma'il
testifies1. Sultan Sali'm remained there only about a week
(Sept. 6-14, 1514), when he departed, taking with him the
Tfmiirid Prince Badf'u'z-Zaman, the fugitive son of the late
Sultan Abu'l-Ghazf Husayn ibn Bayqara2, and a number
of skilled artisans whom he proposed to settle in his
dominions. Within two or three weeks of his departure
Shah Isma'il was back in Tabriz. According to Sir John
Malcolm3, "the effect of so great a reverse upon the sanguine
mind of Isma'fl was deep and lasting, and though before
of a cheerful disposition he was never afterwards seen to
smile." But as a matter of fact the cfefeat, decisive as it
was, had little permanent effect, since the discontent and
nostalgia of the Janissaries compelled the Ottoman Sultan
to withdraw from Persian territory, and, save for the extir-
pation of the little Dhu'l-Qadar dynasty4 at Kamakh near
Arzinjan in the spring of A.D. 1515, his martial ardour was
fully occupied, until his death in A.D. 1520, with the sub-
jection of Egypt, Syria and Arabia.

Shah Isma'fl, on his return to Tabriz after the battle of
Chaldiran, sent a very polite and apologetic letter5 by the
hand of Niiru'd-Dfn 'Abdu'l-Wahhab to Sultan Salim, who,
apparently, vouchsafed no reply, but some months later
(end of Rajab, 921 = Sept. 9, 1515) wrote in Turkish a long
letter to 'Ubayd Khan the Uzbek inciting him to persecute
the Shf'a6.

1  Add. 200 of the Cambridge University Library, f. 151.

2  He died at Constantinople four months later of the plague.

3  History of Persia^ vol. i, p. 504.    I can find no confirmation of
this in the Persian histories which I have consulted.

4  According to  the Ahsamft-Taijudrikh it comprised  only four
rulers, Malik Asian, Sulayman, Nasiru'd-Din and 'Ala'u'd-Dawla, of
whom the last, together with four of his sons and thirty of his followers,
was decapitated by Sultan Salmi's soldiers on June 13, 1515*        *

5  Firfdun Bey, vol. i, pp. 413-414.
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